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The article below was featured in this month’s “Episcopal Life”  Visit the 
website:                                                                      
         http://www.episcopal-life.org:80/81799_112749_ENG_HTM.htm  
to see the whole article and pictures. 
 
Nice publicity for us and the Norman’s! 
 

Farmers put churches on the map 
By Lynette Wilson, July 20, 2009  
 
 
[Episcopal News Service] Drew and Joan Norman started growing vegetables on their farm in 
White Hall, Maryland, in 1985 and eventually One Straw Farm became the state's largest organic 
vegetable farm, selling wholesale to up-market grocers including Whole Foods and Dean & 
Deluca.   "But it wasn't really profitable," Joan Norman said, in a telephone interview. 
 
Then 10 years ago the Normans got involved in Community Supported Agriculture (CSA), which 
eventually led to collaborations with more 40 drop/pick-up location partners, including ten 
churches and a synagogue. One Straw Farm and Episcopal Church of the Messiah in northeast 
Baltimore are partnering for the fifth year.   "It's like a triangle; the smallest structure that can 
support itself," Norman said. "I need the church as much as I need people to buy shares, and the 
church needs me to get people across the threshold." 
 
It works like this: participants buy shares, providing the farmer with money up front -- money 
that farmers traditionally borrowed from banks -- in the spring. Then, beginning in late May, 
shareholders pick up eight items a week for 24 weeks, including fruits and vegetables, from 
drop/pick-up locations. A share in One Straw Farm costs $540 annually; the farm has about 
2,000 shareholders, Norman said.   For every ten shares purchased by CSA members using a 
faith-based drop, Norman -- herself an Episcopalian and member of St. James in Monkton -- 
tithes one share, leaving it up to the church to decide how to use it – to donate to a food pantry, a 
family, a senior center, a soup kitchen. 
 
Messiah holds the pick-up site on Monday evenings under a maple tree. 
"We'd lost some members and were looking at new ways to do outreach … and in our 
conversations, food kept coming up," said Sarah Miranda, coordinator for Messiah's pick-up 
site, adding that there used to be a farmers’ market serving the area but that it closed in 2000. 
"The CSA has deepened our relationships in the community. People slow down to get to know 
each other, drink ice water and chat. It's a wonderful little meeting place for a few hours every 
week." 
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