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On November 15, 2008, the vestry met with the self-study and 

discernment committees for a Saturday morning retreat to kick off the search for 
Messiah’s next rector. A long and prayerful Spirit-led process ensued. The self-
study committee took a good hard look at Messiah and crafted an honest and 
detailed parish profile. The discernment committee then worked hard to whittle 
down an initial list of ninety clergy to a short list of three through prayer, careful 
consultation, telephone interviews, and face-to-face visits. Finally, one year after 
that initial retreat day, the discernment committee pulled together a small group 
of laypeople to meet the Rev. Tim Grayson, the man they planned to recommend 
to the vestry. On Tuesday evening, the vestry met Tim and then acted upon the 
committee’s recommendation by calling him to be our next rector, a call that he 
accepted “with great joy.” 

Tim was born, raised, and educated in New Zealand and attended services 
at his local Anglican church with his parents and siblings. He graduated with a 
Masters degree in English from Victoria University, Wellington, and in 1975 left 
home for London, where he eventually became involved in the medical 
publishing industry. In 1982, Tim left the UK and accepted a position as 
International Marketing Manager with the Baltimore-based medical publisher, 
Williams & Wilkins. He undertook a variety of other roles for the company over 
the next 21 years.  

When he arrived in Baltimore, Tim joined Old St. Paul’s Church and was 
active in outreach ministry as well as serving on two vestries. In 2002, Tim 
discerned a call to the ordained ministry and in April 2003 returned to New 
Zealand to pursue it, spending one-and-a-half years at the Anglican seminary in 
Auckland before returning to Baltimore in 2005 to marry Kathy, whom he met 
just one month before returning to New Zealand.  
            Tim finished his theological studies at Virginia Theological Seminary in 
Alexandria and for the past two years has served as assistant to the rector at St. 
James’ Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square. Tim has three brothers and three 
sisters and is the proud stepfather of his wife Kathy’s adult children, Tim and 
Lindsay. Kathy and Tim also have a Shih Tzu named Lulu, who every night 
successfully competes for bed space at their home in Mays Chapel, Lutherville. 
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Tim and Kathy look forward very much to meeting 
their new church family at Messiah and in the 
meantime are keeping all of us in their prayers. 
            We are extremely grateful for Tim and for the 
hard, hard work of everyone on the self-study and 
discernment Committees.  They have gone about their 
work with faithfulness to the Holy Spirit’s leadership 
and with a deep commitment to fairness, honesty and 
integrity. 
            The Spirit has led us to Tim, and he to us. 
Thanks be to God! 
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