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It’s official!  The dates and prices for One Straw Farm’s Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) Pick-up Site at the Church of the 
Messiah have been set and planning is already underway for our fifth season.  The CSA will begin on Monday, June 8th and continue for 
24 weeks through Monday, November 16th. 
 
The Pick Up will start a little later this year - 5:30 - and will run until 7:00 PM..  We’re hoping that this slightly later start time will make 
it easier for members to volunteer on Mondays.  We have fun gathering with our neighbors every Monday through the season and this 
weekly commitment has enabled us to deliver produce to the seniors at the Harford Senior Center in Lauraville and to share our bounty 
with Caroline Center’s Culinary Arts program. 
 
CSAs are a way to purchase food directly from a farmer by becoming “shareholders.”  This eliminates supermarket middlemen, keeps 
farmers’ cost down and restores the connection between a community and the source of its food.  It also ensures farmers an income 
during the growing season.  One Straw Farm, owned by Drew and Joan Norman, is the largest organic vegetable farm in Maryland and is 
getting increasing renown for their innovative methods and the quality of their produce - in fact, they will be featured in the March 2009 
issue of Martha Stewart Living.  They donate 1 share for every ten signed up at our site, and we are able to use these shares to help feed 
our community. 
 
To sign up, you can visit the farm’s website at www.onestrawfarm.com, e-mail csa@onestrawfarm.com, or call Joan Norman at 410-
343-1828.  As of this writing the Norman’s are in the process of adding a shopping cart to their website so that shareholders can sign up 
online and pay with a credit card. 
 
More shareholders signed up at our site means more produce for us to distribute in the community. 
We hope you’ll consider participating in this year’s CSA season by becoming a shareholder, spreading the word, and/or by volunteering 
at the pickup site once the season begins.  We especially need people with strong backs to help unload and set up the produce at 5:00PM, 
and someone to schedule volunteers on pick up days. 
                                                                                                    ~Sarah Miranda 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Self-Study Committee met for the first time on Monday, January 12.  We are happy to have Fr. Steve in place as our Interim Rector, 
and to be at the stage where we can begin the search for our next Rector. 
 
Messiah’s Self-Study Committee is a sub-committee of the Vestry, and its membership is reflective of parishioners from both the 8:00 
and 10:30 services.  Its members are: Karen Edsell, Bryan Gardiner, Margaret Goode, Sarah Miranda, Janet Taylor and Fay Willey.  The 
Rev. John Price, our Search Consultant, joined us for our first meeting.  The Search Consultant is a clergyperson associated with the 
Diocese, who guides a parish throughout the process of calling a new rector. 
 
The committee has begun the first steps toward the development of Messiah’s Parish Profile.  A completed Profile is a requirement 
before beginning the actual Rector Search and is the “product” the committee will be creating, with the help of Messiah’s members.  Our 
Parish Profile will include demographic, financial and other pertinent data about our needs looking toward the future.  It will be the most 
important tool we will have in seeking our new rector, a way to present Messiah and the surrounding community to prospective 
candidates.  It will describe who we are, where we’ve been and where we’d like to go and the kind of person we would like to have as our 
next rector.  It will function as a kind of “snapshot” of our congregation and will be mounted on our website and accessed by clergy 
nationwide.  The information gleaned for the Parish Profile will also be tabulated into a form submitted to the National Church. 
 
If the Parish Profile is the “product” that the committee will be delivering to the Vestry and the Diocese, then the “Self-Study” 
leading to the creation of the Profile is the “process” - a prayerful, interactive (and joyful!) consideration of Messiah’s spiritual 
direction and of the future we will be undertaking together.  The process of gathering this information presents an opportunity for 
sharing, discovery and knowing each other better as a community.  During this phase of the search process, we need each and every one 
of us to share ideas and preferences about our parish: our hopes for our faith community, our views about Messiah as an urban church, 
and the meaning of our Christian life together.  Each of us is special.  No one can answer for us.  Each of us has spiritual gifts that no one 
else can share in quite the same way, and we need those gifts for our Self-Study to truly reflect who we are. 
 
Confidentiality is important to our Self-Study.  While the Self-Study portion of the Rector Search is necessarily open,  for obvious 
reasons no one’s name will be revealed to the congregation as a whole. 
 
Please pray for the Self-Study Committee, and join us as we explore who we are and the future we will undertake together as we work 
toward furthering the Kingdom of God in Hamilton. 
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