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What a wonderful and blessed Christmas season we enjoy at Messiah!  NoteWreaths, 
garlands, candles, flowers and the Bethlehem star heightens the traditional beauty of the 
sanctuary.  The choir and handbell choir lead the raising of our voices to God in praise, 
joy and awe of God, of his son, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.  I sincerely hope that 
you and yours enjoyed Christmas and the New Year holidays. 
 
January 4, 2009 is the Second Sunday after Christmas.  The Christmas season lasts 12 
days just as the song says.  December 25 through January 5.  The beginning of the 
secular New Year reminds us of our liturgical change of seasons from Christmas to 
Epiphany which begins on  January 6.  Epiphany includes up to as many as nine weeks, 
depending on the date of Easter.  This year the last Sunday of Epiphany is February 22.  
Note that Ash Wednesday occurs Wednesday, February 25th.  Other dates of note 
include Palm Sunday, April 5;  Easter Sunday, April 12; Confirmation and the Bishop’s 
visitation, April 26th; and Pentecost, May 31st (Memorial Day is May 25th.). 
 
In addition to maintaining liturgical and pastoral and routine parish life, Interim ministry 
focuses on five areas of a congregation’s life.  These are the history of the 
congregation’s relationship with previous clergy, making room for new leadership, 
connecting with the wider church, developing/implementing the congregational vision, 
and, of course, committing to new ordained ministry.  Messiah is well along on some of 
these tasks. 
 
Working with the Vestry, and its committees and commissions, I will present to the 
Vestry a comprehensive plan at its January 20th meeting, a plan that will orient our 
common life throughout the interim period right on up to the calling of your next rector.  
Beginning with the February issue of Genesis I will write a column about my approach 
to interim ministry which incorporates the principles of “family systems” into leadership 
development.  Working with those already exercising leadership and those who would 
like to strengthen their leadership abilities we will together search for those reservoirs of 
life and energy promised by God for His people who seek him earnestly and fervently. 
 
Ships are safest in the harbor.  But they are made for the open sea. 
 
In Christ, 
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