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From the Senior Warden.

On Sunday, November 2™, The Reverend Stephen Swift will celebrate his first
Sunday services with us as Messiah’s Interim Rector. Father Steve is a prayerful man, a
good listener, and an insightful questioner. He has a great deal of experience as an Interim
Rector; his expertise in this unique ministry has led him to Indiana, Florida, and most
recently to West Virginia. His call to serve at Messiah now leads him back to the Diocese of
Maryland, where he was once Rector of Grace Episcopal Church of Brunswick. We are
very pleased to have the opportunity to work with Father Steve through this transition
period, and I’m sure that his many gifts will be a blessing to us at Messiah.

The role of Interim Rector is similar to Rector in many ways, but it is important
that we understand some of its unique characteristics. First of all, an Interim Rector’s
tenure is brief; we expect Father Steve to be with us for about 12 to 18 months while we
work toward calling Messiah’s next permanent Rector. This brevity will require that he get
up to speed very quickly, establish pastoral relationships within the congregation, and get
right down to work on helping us navigate this transitional period.

Interim Rectors normally spend some time helping congregations look back at their
recent and more distant history. Father Steve is a history buff, so he has natural gift for this
part of the job. It is important to remember, however, that an examination of our history
includes more than knowing the names of former Rectors and brushing up on the Great
Baltimore Fire. No doubt, these are important pieces of the Messiah story, but we must also
be prepared to look critically at our history to help us understand our legacy, our strengths,
and our vulnerabilities.

As Interim Rector, Father Steve will also work to help us define ourselves and our
ministries. We are blessed to have the strong foundation of a clearly articulated vision and
many well-established programs and partnerships, and Father Steve will work with us to
build on that foundation by challenging us to prayerfully re-evaluate what we are doing and
how we are doing it. We may try some new things and set others aside. The interim period is
an excellent time for reflection and experimentation, and I hope we will take advantage of
that opportunity.

Finally, Father Steve will help us prepare for Messiah’s next Rector. He will not
only provide pastoral and spiritual support to the Self-Study and Discernment Committees
as they go about their work of discerning the future of Messiah’s ministry and calling the
next Rector. He will also do the same for the entire Messiah community by leading us in
prayer, study, and worship as we prepare for the future.

We eagerly anticipate the arrival of Father Steve and his wife Amy and the gifts
that they will bring to Messiah. This is an exciting time to be part of the Messiah
Community. Please plan to welcome them on November 2™ by attending a potluck lunch
after the 10:30 service.

Peace,
Ira Gooding
Senior Warden



Musical Community Potluck
Monday, October 6th - You're Invited!

As reported last month, the Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) team is planning its annual potluck
for Monday, October 6th from 5:00 to 7:30 pm, but
with a twist: this year, there will be music - members
of the Baltimore Songwriters Association (BSA) will
be “singing for their supper!”

Just as we're trying to spread the word about CSA
and Messiah’s commitment to community outreach
through these community potlucks, the BSA is trying
to spread the word about their organization by
participating. You don’t have to be a CSA
shareholder to attend and if you're a musician, you
don’t have to be a member of the BSA to perform.
We’re hoping to have an old-fashioned community
gathering. Paul Schley, a classic rock bassist and BSA
member, will be bringing sound equipment so that
everyone’s performance will sound great.

Just as BSA members will be helping to make this a
memorable evening of good music, we're hoping
Messiah’s great cooks will continue their long
tradition of hospitality by sharing their good food. A
sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board in the
hallway, but you can also call Sarah Miranda at 410-
254-6933 or Carolyn Janowski at 410-426-0709 to
RSVP. We need a rough head count in order to set up
the hall and get an idea of what dishes people will be
bringing. The CSA pick up will be going on as usual
during the potluck, so volunteers are truly needed for
set up, serving, and cleanup. Whatever time you can
contribute to make this effort a success would be
greatly appreciated!

Come check out what'’s new this

month in the church library....
The Contented Soul - Lisa McMinn
Simple Prayers for Complicated Lives - Jennifer
Phillips (our transition prayer comes from this book)
Calling Clergy - Elizabeth Geitz (finding a new priest)
Ending Your Day Right - Joyce Meyer
Safe People - Henry Cloud

~Karen Hoffman
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Messiah’s Annual Meeting:
November 23rd - 9AM

Messiah’s Annual meeting will be held between
the 8:00 and 10:30 services on Sunday,
November 23rd. Please plan to attend so you
can cast your vote in the election to fill four
vestry seats, to review the 2009 budget, and to
hear about and discuss the state of the Messiah
and its mission in the year ahead. It’s an
important opportunity to participate in the life
of this parish. Many denominations do not
afford their members the same level of
democratic participation that we in the
Episcopal Church are blessed to enjoy. Itisa
legacy that we hold dear, and we hope that you

It’s that time again.... -~

PN
Tair 5

Church School has started for
Messiah’s children. In order to
make it a truly successful year, our
teacher’s need craft supplies.
Please consider making a
donation of an item (s) from the

following list:

Construction paper Colored pencils
Glue Markers

Glue sticks Crayons

Pencil sharpener Foam stickers
Yarn/string Popsicle sticks (craft

sticks)

Let’s all support the wonderful work that our Church
School teachers do by making sure they have the
supplies they need. Your support and generosity will
be most appreciated! If you have any questions,
please see Melinda Fowl.




Discerning our Call Together:
Town Hall Conversations with
Bishop Sutton

We are joined in Christ, as one body.

This fall, Bishop Sutton will hold several town hall
conversations with the people of the diocese.
Members of the community are invited to join the
bishop in a conversation about faith and the role of the
Church in society today. He will also urge those
attending to consider what God may be calling us to do
as faithful followers of Jesus and as members of the
Diocese of Maryland. The Town Hall Conversations
will begin with Bishop Sutton leading a session of quiet
contemplative prayer. Light refreshments will be
served. Two of the scheduled sessions are relatively
nearby:

* Wednesday, October 29, Church of the Redeemer,
Baltimore, 12:00 noon (Brown Bag Town Hall, drinks
will be provided).

*Saturday, November 1, St. John’s Church, Ellicott
City, 9:00 AM.

Voter Registration Deadline is
October 14, 2008

The State Board of Elections has advised that the
deadline for voter registration for this coming
Presidential General Election and the State
Constitutional Amendment legalizing slot machines in
Maryland is Tuesday, October 14th. Any voter needing
to register due to name change, changing party
affiliation, or in need of an absentee ballot should
contact their local election board. It is not necessary
to do anything if they have no change. The
Presidential General Election date is November 4th.

HARBEL Cruise Aboard the

Spirit of Baltimore

Come join our next-door neighbor, the HARBEL
Community Organization on Sunday, Oct. 26th from
3:00 to 6:00pm for a lovely dinner cruise of the upper
Chesapeake Bay for good food, music, dancing and
neighborhood celebrations. Tickets are $50 per
person or a table of 10 for $500. A cash bar will be
available. For more information see Janet Taylor or
call HARBEL at 410-444-2100 or e-mail Mike Hilliard
at harbel.necop@juno.com
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The Pilgrim’s Path and
Sidewalk Update

The Pilgrim’s Path is continuing to progress. To date,
40 bricks have been ordered and it is hoped they will
be on display in the back of the church by the end of
September.

Progress on replacing the sidewalk has been delayed
until we can take down the pine tree that is currently
leaning toward the Upper Hall. The roots have also
pushed up the existing sidewalk. After the tree has
been taken down, we will then need to grind up the
roots so that the sidewalk can be properly replaced.
We will try to complete this in the next couple of
weeks. If you are available to help with this project,
please let Junior Warden Randy Steppe or myself
know within the next few weeks.

Bricks may still be purchased at $150 each. Order
forms are available in and around the church office.

If you should have any questions, please see Randy
Steppe, myself, or contact the parish office at 410-
426-0709.

Peace be with you,

Vince Vanneman

60 Mile Walk - Susan G. Koman

for the Cure....
October 17-19th, Karen Edsell will be participating in
The Breast Cancer 3-Day in Philadelphia. Itis a 60
mile walk over the course of three days that raises
funds for The Susan G. Komen for the Cure & the
National Philanthropic Trust Breast Cancer Fund.
Every walker must commit to fundraise a minimum of
$2,200. Karen and eight teammates will be joining
thousands of other walkers to support breast cancer
research, education, screening and treatment. Karen
and her teammates walk for all of their friends and
family members whose lives have been touched by
breast cancer. Karen is asking for your prayers of
support for her final month of training and during the
3 - Day event. To learn more, feel free to contact
Karen (kredsell@yahoo.com or (410-404-9342). To
make a donation online visit:
http://www.the3day.org/site/TR/Walk/Philadelphia
Event?px=1155027&pg=personal&fr_id=1186&et-




On September 15", Carolyn Janowski’'s van was stolen from the parking lot. The good news about this incident is that
her vehicle was recovered and the thief arrested. But this theft, along with a recent drug overdose outside the church
and the fact that Arts & Ideas Elementary is now in session, shows us that we all need to heighten our awareness of
safety while we work and worship at our wonderful church.

The simplest guideline. use your common sense. Be aware of your surroundings, both inside and outside. Your eyes are
the best crime prevention tool available.

If a situation you are witnessing is criminal or dangerous, stay calm and CALL 911. Pay attention to details. You may
feel awkward or think that you shouldn’t bother the emergency line, but if you're wondering whether you should call 911,
then you probably should.

Don’t intervene unless you are trained in the skills that may be required — do not put yourself at riskt Often our first
impulse is to rush to help, but that may not be the best action to take. If you know that someone who is trained in those
skills is at the church, ask that person to help, but only after you call 911. Time is of the essence - the sooner you call,
the sooner the authorities can arrive to address the situation.

Think of the children. A school operates at Messiah during the week, and children participate in Sunday church activities
and during Boy Scouts on Sunday evenings. They are vulnerable in a way that adults are not! Each of us is a member of
the village helping to raise these children, so we must protect them. Here are some of the ways we can ensure our
children’s safety at Messiah:

e Pay quiet attention to the children under our roof to make sure they stay safe. Get to know the kids and their parents
and ask how you may be of assistance to them.

e Sunday mornings are the busiest time at Messiah — the only time the doors are unlocked and unattended. We want to
extend our hospitality to all, but it must embrace those who already belong to our family. Protect everyone by greeting
people you don’t know and ask them if you can be of help. If they are newcomers, you'll help them feel welcomed, and
if they attend another service, then you have an opportunity for fellowship. But if a person asks for money or is in an
agitated state, you should immediately get the senior warden, clergy or another vestry member to help moderate the
situation.

e  With the exception of Sunday mornings, make sure the doors are locked. People in charge of activities and special
events should always include a plan for handling the doors and share that plan with volunteers.

e Don’t leave outside doors wide open. If the doors need to be open, make sure someone guards the entrance.

e |f an Arts & Ideas Elementary (A&I) student and/or parent ask to enter, ask them to use the A&I doorbell. If you feel you
must let them in, introduce yourself as a member and escort them to the school to make sure a teacher receives them.

* Never leave a child alone in a room with the door closed if there is only one adult with the child. Keep the door open.
e Don’t let children go to the restroom by themselves.
e Don’t post personal information about children that may arouse the interest of strangers.

e “Mending Creation” is a safe church program offered to train adults in issues of emotional and physical safety for
children, and to be able to consciously create a sacred space where healthy behaviors are practiced by everyone. For
more information, see http://www.ang-md.org/mend.php#prevention , or ask a vestry member.

(continued on next page)
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: As you leave the church, look out the window of the door first, and stay alert once you’re
in the parking lot. Try to leave in groups. If people you don’t know are outside, wait and access the situation.
Trust your instincts. If the situation makes you feel uncomfortable or uneasy, stay inside. If what you see is
suspicious, call 911.

While walking to your car, keep your key firmly between the fingers of your hand to defend yourself if needed.
Before getting in your car, glance underneath the car and at the back seat and floor - someone could be
hiding there. Get into your vehicle and immediately lock the door before you settle yourself.

Personal Praoperty: Since the doors are unlocked on Sunday mornings, keep your wallet or handbag with you
at all times. Keep personal identification off your key ring as lost keys could lead a thief to your car or home.
Always lock your car, keeping your car windows shut, and take your valuables with you or lock them out of
sight in your trunk prior to parking in the lot. Lock your steering column and/or set your car alarm if you
have one, and use a Club Anti-theft Device. Just using a Club (be sure to lock it!) will deter most car thieves.

The best approach: take nothing for granted. Hamilton is a safe neighborhood but Messiah is right along
the busy Harford Road corridor, with many people coming and going at all times. Let’s be mindful of our
safety and of Messiah’s growing extended family as we set about doing the work God has given us to do.

“Sarah Miranda
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